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Concerning the studying

| recommend you to read through the respective book in the bible at first. Our manual is the bible. And then
to go through one or two pages of the material every day, which implies to also look up and read the given
bible scriptures to become thoroughly acquainted with the subject. Another suggestion would be to use this
material as one's regular devotion.

If you would like to obtain a degree (certificate) at the end of the seminar, you need to answer the test
questions at the end of each lesson and send or email it to us with your full name and address. And now |
wish you lots of joy and spiritual profit during your bible study.

Pastor Joh. W. Matutis

MISCELLANEOUS

Concerning the history of the church plant in Corinth please refer to 1% Corinthians — see lesson 18,
the bible study for 1%t Corinthians. Paul started this 2" Epistle to the Corinthians due to the many trials and
accusations he had to face. He is shorter and more reserved than in 1* Corinthians.

Right in the beginning he emphasizes that he is an apostle of Christ and received authority from Him. His
authority as an apostle is not a human or personal one, but rather the highest, God-given authority. In
Corinth the apostle had to defend his authority as an apostle like nowhere else.

2™ Corinthians explicitly shows Paul's apprehension of the apostolic office. He was not commissioned by
people to become an apostle but by the grace of God alone. He proved himself by persistent ministry but
also by signs and wonders that demonstrated his power (2Cor 12,12). He planted and built churches in
places where the gospel had not yet been preached (1Cor 3,10;4,15/ 2Cor 4,6;10,8;10,13-16). Therefore the
apostle has a unique position in the church and also keeps that authority towards all ministers who came
after him (1Cor 4,15;9,2/ 2Cor 1,14;3,1-3).

He is the Father and establisher of the church. In his 2™ |etter he consciously mentions Timothy, who
was perhaps also rejected by the church. Timothy was also involved with the plant and development of the
church (Acts 18,5/ 1Cor 4,17;16,10f./ 2Cor 1,19/ Phil 2,19-22). The church is expected to obey their apostle
with eagerness (2Cor 7,7;7,11-13). For Paul the continuous suffering during his ministry was the special
evidence for the authenticity of his apostolate (1Cor 4,9-13/ 2Cor 11,23-33;12,9 f.).

Many of the texts in 2" Corinthians are hard to translate and interpret because they cannot easily be
analysed semantically. The apostle speaks to his spiritual children as a father (Acts 18,1-17). He appears as
a counselor, more than in any other epistle, and speaks from his heart, adressing deep psychological
issues. In a night vision he was prepared to do that (Acts 18,9-10). The Corinthians were strongly
influenced by mysticism and easily impressed by spectecular appearances of all forms and cults, such as
spiritual gifts and speaking in tongues. They were carnal children in Christ and walked more by sight than by
faith (2Cor 5,7).

Paul wrote his first epistle to the Corinthians in some sort of enthusiastic, pastoral fashion. He saw
how many things went wrong in Corinth and dealt with the most important issues in detail. The result was a

practical letter with few theological foundations. The church members in Corinth were not pleased with the
authority Paul claimed in this letter. Many Corinthians were shaken by it (2Cor 7,8). But Paul himself was
also upset with the Corinthians (2Cor 2,1).

2" Corinthians is some kind of reconciliation letter (Chapter 1-8). In 1% Corinthians he called the bad
things by name, but it caused misunderstandings. When he came back to visit he realised that (2Cor 2,1) the
situation was even worse than he had assumed. Also Timothy (1Cor 4,17; 16,10f.) brought alarming news
when he returned from Corinth (2Cor 2,1). The apostle then decided to write to them immediately and to visit
them at his earliest convenience (2Cor 13,1,2). Therefore he also changed his schedule and promised to
visit the Corinthians soon (1Cor 16,5-8). His visit, also known as »the painful visit« (2Cor 2,1) was not



successful. Somebody at the church (perhaps one of the false apostles) even offended him publically (2Cor
2,5-8.10;7,12). Disappointed by the Corinthian's lack of faithfullness to defend him and to spare them
further reproach Paul returned to Ephesus (2Cor 1,23) maybe even hoping they would come to their senses
in due time. From Ephesus Paul wrote to them the so-called »letter of tears« (2Cor 2,4) and sent Titus to
deliver it to the Corinthians (2Cor 7,5-16). Between the lines we can guess what had happened in the
meantime. Like mentioned above the 1% Epistle to the Corinthians had stirred an anti-pauline mood in the
metropolis.

When we can say that the 1! letter is an ,ecclesiastical document", because Paul laid down the rules for
harmonious growth and development of the church, then we can also say that the 2™ epistle is an ,apostolic
document”.

While the former dealt with particular issues concerning the services and church order, and everything
was addressed calmly and in order, the latter — except for the chapter about the collection for the church at
Jerusalem- only dealt with one topic: the apostolic authority of Paul. None of the themes of the 1 letter are
even mentioned again. In addition this letter reveals to us Paul's character and personality more than any
other letter. Paul found himself pressed to defend against the ugly attacks of some Corinthians. His
apostolate, his character and ministry had been attacked and questioned. It is one of the most personal
letters of the apostle Paul.

The 2™ letter complements and amends the historical report about Paul's relationship with the church
at Corinth which we could read about in Acts and 1% Corinthians. In addition we also find many biographic

information about Paul in this letter.

In 2" Corinthians we hear about the threatening tension between the apostle and the church. Probably also
as a resulting reaction upon the 1% letter, which did not please them and they did not want to follow his
instructions. At this point they rejected the apostle himself, questioned his commission and calling. In this
situation he had to show himself determined to request acknowledgment of his divine appointment and
calling to justify his apostolic commission and ministry (2Cor 3,1-4,5). The letter closes with a defense
against the personal insults of the Corinthians (2Cor 10-13). When he had a grip on the difficult situation with
the church and calmed down their raised tempers and had justified his position he also talks about his
mission (2Cor 4,6 — 6,10), his main ministry at that time and the collection for the church at Jerusalem (2Cor
8-9). Therefore Paul did not refer to the topics of the 1* epistle again, but rather defends his position, his
commission as a messenger of Christ, his personality and requests that they hear him and obey the
teachings of Christ that he stands for and taught them.

This explains the agitation we can sense in this letter. Many statements of the 1 letter become clearer in
the light of the second. It adds more weight. The two letters belong together and their unity and belonging
stands out. The second document shows how serious the tension between the apostle and the church
were even at the time of the first writing. There were already men in Corinth who were public opponents
of Paul and denied his apostolate to edge him out of the church. Some even said triumphantly: “Paul will
not even dare to come back to Corinth.“ (1Cor 4,18)

Against these claims and because of the division it caused, Paul had to emphasize his unique importance
for the church in Corinth (1Cor 1,1;3,10; 4,15-17;9,1.2). This helps us to better understand some of the
statements in 1% Corinthians (such as 1Cor 2,1; 3,17; 4,8-13.18-21; 9,1-12;9,19;14,37.38; 3,1-
4;4,8;4,21;5,2;8,12;11,30-32; 5,33 f.). Because his time with them was short, Paul was not able to meet their
needs and solve the problems when he was at Corinth. He then gave up his former travel schedule and
promised a long visit. He wanted to come to Corinth from Ephesus by sea, which is the shortest way (2Cor
1,15f.).

But Paul did not visit them as he had planned. He mentions his reasons in 2Cor 1,23;2,1-4. Something
had happened which made the apostle very sad and would have made the visit tough for the Corinthians and
himself. Paul also mentions a man in his letter who was saddened and had experienced injustice there with
them (2Cor 2,5;7,12) and is perhaps referring to Timothy, the messenger who delivered the 1% epistle.

2™ Corinthians is a tough letter (2Cor 2,4). The church is challenged to take a clear stand and discipline
the offender". Part of the church had distanced themselves from this sinner but overall Paul was not able
to prevail. So he softens his tone (2Cor 2,5-11) by addressing the incident with this other man (2Cor 7,12).
This also seemed to be a major conflict.



This letter is also called ,letter of tears”. Titus brought this letter to the recipients. In the meantime Paul had
changed his travel plans and waited in Troas until he would hear how his letter was received. What kind of
reaction would there be? And so he waited what news he would receive from them (2Cor 2,12 f.). But Titus
did not come back as early as expected. So Paul already continued to Macedonia.

Then Titus finally met Paul (perhaps in Philippi, where Paul was staying at the time) and brought good
news from Corinth. The majority of the church had executed church discipline against the offender and their
awareness of belonging to Paul was stirred again. Paul was full of joy (2Cor 7,5-16). Then he was able to
write the 2™ letter to the Corinthians and there were no more obstacles keeping the apostle from visiting
them in Corinth (1Cor 16,5-8).

Paul announced his visit to the church (2Cor 13,1-4) and prepared them for the accusations people might
raise against him. He also addressed the trouble makers at the church. These men were not particularly
false teachers that Paul had to deal with in matters of theology. There were just certain attitutes (such as
seeking to be free, denying the power of the cross and the resurrection, etc.) and extreme practices that
were done under the claim of ,freedom®. Marrying the step-mother (1Cor 5), taking law cases among
brethren to the secular court (1Cor 5 6), promiscuity (1Cor 5 6,12ff.), participating in temple meals (1Cor 5 8),
women who gave up their duties as women (1Cor 5 11,2-16), enjoying the communion as a feast to eat
rather than worship and fellowship (1Cor 5, 11,17ff.) etc. The apostle charged "many" that they "did not
know God*, but he was not referring so much to false doctrine but rather a misapplication or
misconception concerning life style. "Life" and "doctrine" cannot be separated. These trouble makers
were not necessarily people who came later or from the outside. They probably just misunderstood Paul's or
even Apollos' teachings and maybe thought they are already “Christian® in all of their ways and
understanding (1Cor 1,12). Therefore they proclaimed a Christianity regardless of authority and beyond the
teaching of scripture (1Cor 4,6) without submission to an apostle or a church leader. Therefore they tried to
break loose from Paul, whose leadership seemed too strict and mentally and spiritually meaningless to
them. They wanted to be their own leaders and take the church to their own anticipated spirtual heights.

Surely some Judaists who belonged to Peter/Cephas were also part of the turmoil. In 2Cor 3 Paul
addresses the ,Jewish-Christian influence“ when he speaks of Moses and the commendation letters (1Cor
1.10/ Acts 15.1). This is the group of people who surely questioned the authenticity of Paul's apostolate with
regard to the "twelve" in Jerusalem (Acts 1.4/ 2Cor 11,5,12-15; 11,23). This would also explain the ironic
comment by Paul that he is not inferior to the great apostles, but rather surpasses them by the measure of
his suffering in the ministry (Phil 3,2,17-19/ Gal 6.12/ Rom 16,17).

Chapter 10-12 imply that the peace between the church and the apostle has to be restored. There was a
small group in the church who still resisted and whom Paul wanted to address personally (2Cor
10,2.9,;11,13-15;12,21;13,2). Therefore he announced his visit using military metaphors and tough
sentences (2Cor 10,1-6.9f.;11,13-15;12,21;13,2) and stated that they would not be spared. Titus was
accompanied by two brothers to travel to Corinth once more to hand over this letter to the church and to
help collect money for the church at Jerusalem (2Cor 8,16-24). The visit of the apostle was supposed to
follow after that.

The authenticity of 2" Corinthians cannot be doubted. Only Paul would be able to address difficulties,
tensions and tribulations so specifically. The apostle's struggle for the Corinthians was not in vain. Paul was
victorious in this battle against his foes. Now the apostle was able to resume his travelling plans again and
continue. That also included his journey to Jerusalem to deliver the collection and to continue to Rome and
travel to Spain (2Cor 10,15 f.). When Paul was in Corinth he wrote_the Epistle to the Romans.

The meaning of 2™ Corinthians for us.

We are dealing with a special letter here, that speaks to particular people and their circumstances. This
letter is therefore not easy to understand but requires historical interpretation. We cannot simply apply
every sentence to ourselves but have to understand what he is saying to the Corinthians first. The reader of
the bible must also bring a huge portion of interest in history and must not be discouraged by the additional
efforts to understand the world and age of that time. 2™ Corinthians corrects the false Christianity they
idolized more strongly than his first letter. We might have expected that at least among the first Christians
everything was ,perfect” und ,complete®.




The churches of Christ have never been fellowships of wonderful people who are perfectly holy, but
rather a gathering of sinners amongst whom their old nature still breaks out sometimes and threatens the
fellowship. Even from the beginning of Christianity hard work and painfull battles for the maintenance and
survival of the church were necessary. From the beginning there have been deceptive and selfish people
who only tried to gain power and confuse the members with their new teachings. Yet the apostle addreses
them as the ,church of God".

There have always been lack and difficulties from the beginning. But we should not let this be our comfort.
2" Corinthians reveals how Paul struggled for this church. He did not put up with their errors and
mistakes. With relentless and determined love he challenged them to repent and brought them to a godly
sorrow which worked a sincere change of mind.

And with his third visit he would relentlessly fight until he has captured every thought unto the obedience
of Christ" (2Cor 10,5;6,14-7,1).

Titus had done a great service at the church in Corinth. Paul had given him authority to do so. In 2™
Corinthians we see how the church should exercise church discipline. Those who had been exposed as
lying apostles were supposed to be brought to repentence. If they chose to refuse to repent and remain
undiscerning (2Cor 13.1), they were supposed to be expelled from the church. The exclusion was more than
just a practical measure, it was also a spiritual breach with them. The apostle viewed the church as
something more than just an organisation but as the body of Christ. The exclusion of people from the
church would separate them from the body of Christ and delivers that person to the god of this world (2Cor
2,5-11).

The 2™ letter also offers essential contributions to "practical theology". We can see in 1Cor 3,1-3 how Paul
called the church at Corinth "immature and carnal“ regardless of their spiritual giftings.

His Apostolic authority was mixed with a brotherly pastoral concern which helped him win the hearts of
the sincere and embattled. Like no other book of the New Testament this one reveals a very personal
impression of the apostle. Next to the Epistle to the Phillipians this is one of his most personal writings. At
the same time it is also one of the most difficult letters of the bible. In the contrary to the first letter we find
little doctrine but many chapters that reveal the thoughts and emotions of Paul. Paul reveals his inner
motives concerning the work for the Lord (2Cor 1,12ff.; 5,14;12,19) and his deepest desire for
reconciliation with the fellowship of the Corinthians. The central theme of this letter is the authority and
ministry of the apostle Paul.

AUTHOR

The author names himself in the beginning of the letter (2Cor 1,1) ,Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ".

He often refers to his person and experience which must have been familiar to the Corinthians (2Cor 1,23-
24;2,12-13;10,1;12,1-2;13,1 etc.). He was also the initiator of the collection for the church of Jerusalem (Ch.
8 & 9). The author must therefore be the apostle Paul.

RECIPIENTS

Besides the church at Corinth the letter also addresse the believers of Achaia (Greece) (2Cor 1,1).

TIME and PLACE

The letter was written shortly after the first. In 1Cor 16,8 we read that Paul wanted to stay in Asia until
Pentecost, which tells us that the letter was perhaps written around the time of the pass over festivities.
Perhaps he left Ephesus in early summer and spent some days in Troas where he did not find rest but felt he
had to go to Macedonia (2Cor 7,5). There he visited most churches and it can be assumed that the summer
months were over before he wrote 2™ Corinthians. The place of writing should be somewhere in Macedonia
(2Cor 2,13;7,5;8,1;9,2-4).



COMPOSITION

The apostle Paul wrote the 2™ letter to the Corinthian with the comfort he received from Christ. In this letter
he addresses his suffering in Ephesus (Acts 19,23). Almost all of the Epistles of the New Testament were
rather "speech" and not "writing", therefore it can be assumed that he dictated them. The word of God is
always passed on orally (rhema) (Rom 10,8-18). Timothy, who delivered 1°t Corinthians (1Cor 16,10/
2Cor 1,1) returned to Paul with bad news. Neither the letter nor his mediations had the desired impact. Then
Paul travelled to Corinth personally as he promised in his letter (1Cor 4,19).

This short visit had fatal consequences and he had to depart without accomplishing anything (2Cor 2, 5-
11;7,12). This thesis can be supported by the things Paul writes to the Corinthians (2Cor 12,14;13,1-2): ,For_
the third time | will visit you.“ The first visit lead to the planting of the church (Acts18), the second was a
flying visit and the third happened after this letter (Acts 20,3-5).

After the short visit Paul was rushing back to Ephesus where he wrote a sharp letter to the wayward
Corinthians, which cost him many tears (2Cor 2,1-4. 9), but bore its fruits (2Cor 7,8ff.). We do not have this
letter but it was probably delivered by Titus (2Cor 12,18), who also had the assignment to organise the
collection with two delegates (2Cor 8,16-24). Shortly after Titus' departure there was a riot in Ephesus (Act
19, 23-20,1), which forced Paul to leave his current field of work and change his plans. He travelled to
Troas; but when he did not meet Titus there he had no rest and travelled to Macedonia by ship to meet him
half way (2Cor 2,12.13;7,5-7). His joy to see Titus was great and also because he heard that he had
succeeded to complete his assignment and that the church at Corinth had realized that they had been wrong
(2Cor 7,4-16).

These good news caused Paul to write a new letter in which he made peace with the church (2Cor 8,16-18)
and announced his third visit.

AUTHENTICITY

The authenticity of this letter has never been doubted. The only concerns that came up are caused by the
two different parts of the letter. Some bible interpretors believe that the lost second letter is contained in_the_
2" Epistle was we know it. This thesis could be supported by the tone of the letter, which is friendly and
loving in the first 9 chapters and rather sharp and agitated in the last 4. The last 4 chapters are therefore
sometimes referred to as the 4-chapter-epistle.

PURPOSE and GOAL

Both epistles are a reaction upon reports that Paul received:
e® one report by the cohabitants of Chloe (1Cor 1,11) and

e another report by Titus (2Cor 7,6-7).
The first report filled him with sadness and the second with joy and confidence.

These are Paul's goals for this letter:
e Ultimate correction of former mistakes and aberrations of the church (2Cor 1,6-7;7,2-16).
e Preparing the church for the collection for the poor at the church of Jerusalem (2Cor 8,6;9,1-15).
e Defense of his apostolate which his offenders tried to undermine (2Cor 10-12).
e Announcement of the third visit (2Cor 13,1-10).

CHARACTERISTICS

The structure and style of this letter is very different from the 1% Epistle to the Corinthians. Perhaps his
passion, emotions and concerns of his heart lead him to speak this way. To divide the letter according to
main themes was easy for the 1! letter but for the second it is more difficult. The first 7 chapters seem to
be an entity, which makes it hard to subdivide them. The cross and the death of Christ are the universal
remedies for all sickness in the church in letter 1, wheras the main theme of letter 2 is His resurrection and
glory. While Paul usually separates between doctrinal teaching and practical application, in this letter it all
flows together. He describes the glory of the gospel, the resurrection of the saints, the judgment seat, the
rejection of Christ and Paradise or the power of Satan in ways that immediately affect our practical life as we
affect Christ with our life. For Paul teaching should always affect the life of the believer.



In this letter there is no indication about the return of the LORD, not the hope for rapture is the driving
force but rather the risen LORD and all of His present glory. Furthermore there are distinct antithesis in this
letter: ,tribulation® and ,the weight of glory“ (2Cor 4,17); ,destroyed tent* and ,eternal house“ (2Cor 5,1) etc.
In no other letter Paul uses so much irony: ,the great apostles®, ,since you are wise“, ,But because | am
wise | entrapped you with guile.“ etc.

CONTENT and DIVISION

Introduction (1,1-11)
Addressing and blessing (1,1-3)
Thanksgiving for comfort (1,4-7)
Thanksgiving for rescue (1,8-11)

1. The comforted apostle (clearance of misunderstandings) (1,12-7,16)

e Change of travel plans (1,12-2,4)
e church discipline: caring consideration (2,5-11)
e Power and glory of the ministry (2,12-4,6)
e Suffering and reward for service (4,7-5,10)
e Selflesness and joy (5,11-6,10)
e Exhortation to holiness (6,11-18)
e Joy about reconciliation (7,1-16)
2. The caring apostle (help for the church in Jerusalem) (8-9)
e role model for the Macedonian churches (8,1-15)
e recommendation of coworkers to work in this field (8,16-9,5)
e Exhortation to Christian generosity (9,6-15)
3. The reckoning apostle (towards the Judaistic offenders) (10,1-12,18)
e Paul is tempted to praise himself. (10,1-18)
e Paul refuses boast in himself. (11,1-20)
e Paul boasts, but in his weaknessesSchwachheit wegen. (11,21-12,10)
e Paul puts and end to his own self-glorification (12,11-18)

Ending (12,19-13,13)

Certain fears (12,19-21)

Announcing of his third visit (13,1-10)

Prayer, greeting and blessing (13,11-13)

Key word: Service / Ministry
Key verse: ,Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we received mercy, we do not lose heart, ..
(2Cor 4,1).

MISCELLANEOUS

God's comfort (
His source: The mercy of his Father (
His mediator: Jesus Christ (
His measure: abundant (2Cor 1,5
The areas: in all circumstances (
The fruit: patience in suffering (
The effect: that we comfort each other (

Names for God's servants

e bondservant for the sake of Christ (2Cor 4,5)
e carrier of God's glory (2Cor 4,6)
e messengers of Christ (2Cor 5,20)
e coworkers of God (2Cor 6,1)
e servants of God (2Cor 6,4)



Paul, the true servant of Christ

His calling ...
e ... by the will of God

e ... grace to the mercy of God

His qualification
His personal healing (Apg 9)

Worthy life style

Sound teaching

Willing to suffer and rejoice
Life of sanctification

His efficiency
e Realisation of his inefficiency
e made efficient by God
e The urging love of Christ

His message
e Jesus Christ as Lord

e The message of reconciliation

His enemies
e Satan as the deceiver
e Satan as god of this world
e Satan as angel of light
e servants of Satan (false apostles)

His weapons
e Prayer (Intercession)

e Weapons of righteousness
e Weapons of chivalry

His suffering
e ready to die

e ftribulation and hardships
® persecution
e deprivations

His hope
® Resurrection

e The heavenly body
e The heavenly home
e The glory

Detailed exegesis

Preview:

(2Cor 1,1)
(2Cor 4,1)

(2Cor 4,67,1.3)
(2Cor 6,3)
(2Cor 2,17;4,2)
(2Cor 6,4-10)
(2Cor 7,1)

(2Cor 2,16)
(2Cor 3,5-6)
(2Cor 5,14)

(2Cor 4,5)
(2Cor 5,18-20)

(2Cor 2,11)
(2Cor 4,4)
(2Cor 11,14)
(2Cor 11,13)

(2Cor 1,11)
(2Cor 6,7)
(2Cor 10,4)

(2Cor 4,7-12)
(2Cor 4,8;6,4)
(2Cor 4,9;6,5)
(2Cor 6,5b)

(2Cor 4,14)
(2Cor 5,1-4)
(2Cor 5,6-9)
(2Cor 4,17-18)

* (2Cor1,3): Thanksgiving to God for comfort in tribulations

* (2Cor 1,12): Defense against charges

» (2Cor2,5): Forgiveness for a punished church member

* (2Cor 2,12): The proclamation of the gospel as the triumph of Christ
* (2Cor 3,1):  The glory of ministry in the new covenant

« (2Cor4,1):  The light of the gospel in the office of an apostle
 (2Cor4,7):  Suffering in Christ

 (2Cor5,1):  Longing for the heavenly home

* (2Cor 5,11): Messenger of reconciliation

* (2Cor6,1):  The testing of the apostle in his ministry

+ (2Cor 6,11): Promotion of the church and warnings of idol worship
* (2Cor7,5):  The joy of Paul over the remorse of the church



(2Cor 8,1):  The collection for the church of Jerusalem

(2Cor 9,1):  Blessing of the collection

(2Cor 10,1): The defense of the apostle against personal reproach
(2Cor 10,12): The measure of judgment on the apostle

(2Cor 11,1):  Paul and the false apostles

(2Cor 11,16): The sufferings and efforts of the apostle

(2Cor 12,1):  The revelation of the Lord and the weakness of the apostle
(2Cor 12,11): The battle of the apostle over his church

* (2Cor 13,1): Exhortations before the third visit

2" Corinthians contains several important doctrines:

e He describes God, the Father, as merciful comforter (2Cor 1,3;7,6), as creator (2Cor 4,6), as the
one who resurrected Jesus from the dead (2Cor 4,14; comp.13,4) and who will also resurrect the
believers (2Cor 1,9).

e Jesus Christ, the one who suffered (2Cor 1,5),
e who fulfilled the promises of God (2Cor 1,20),
e who was proclaimed as God (2Cor 4,5),
e who revealed the glory of God (2Cor 4,6) and
e the one who became poor for the believers' sake when He became man (2Cor 8,9/Phil 2,5-
8).
e The reference to the Holy Spirit as God (2Cor 3,17.18)
e and as the pledge for the salvation of the believer (2Cor 1,22; 5,5).

e Satan is identified as »god of this world« (2Cor 4,4/ vgl. 1Joh 5,19),
e as deceiver (2Cor 11,14) and

e as leader of all human and demonic seducers (2Cor 11,15).
o The last days will bring a time of glory to him (2Cor 4,16-5,8) but also his judgment (2Cor
5,10).

e The glorious truth of the sovereignty of God in salvation is the topic of 2Cor 5,14-21, while 2Cor
7,9.10 describes the reaction of man to God's offer of salvation: true repentance.

2" Corinthians also offers the clearest and striking summary of the substitutional sacrifice and salvation
through Jesus which we can find in the whole bible (2Cor 5,21/ Is 53) and defines the assignment of the
church to preach the message of salvation (2Cor 5,18-20).

And eventually this letter offers — besides The Epistle to the Hebrews — the best explanation of the new
covenant (2Cor 3,6-16).

Detailed Exegesis

Chapter 01

(2Cor 1,1-7) Introduction. Usually Paul starts a letter with thanksgiving for the faith of the church. The only
exceptions are the Epistle to the Galatians and 2™ Epistle to the Corinthians where he thanks God for his
rescue from deadly danger (2Cor 1-11). This unique and very personal letter of Paul is full of traditions of
the Jewish praise patterns, such as psalms of praise and thanksgiving (comp.Dan 3,28/ Ps
144,1,14;66,20;72,18;106,48). In the midst of trials, suffering and tribulation he was comforted, strengthened
and encouraged by God Himself (Col 1,24), and thus he shared the comfort he experienced with the church
who was also facing trials and tribulations (1Thess 4,18). Paul was also comforted by the positive spiritual
growth of the church (2Cor 7,5-7,13).

In the New Testament there is no Epistle of Paul that is more personal or intimate than 2" Corinthians. In
it we can see the deep love the apostle has for the Corinthians despite of their fickleness. Even though this
letter is a very personal one, he does not write it as a private person, but as an "apostle of Christ Jesus” -
a direct messenger of Jesus, appointed by God (Acts 9,1-9). He wanted to defend his authority as an apostle
against the critics at the Corinthian church (2Cor 2,14-7,2). The relationship between Paul and the church at
Corinth was charged after Pauls flying visit in Corinth before. These events caused him to write this ,letter of
many tears” ( 2Cor 2,4) as he was deeply concerned (2Cor 7,8).

It is unusual that Paul introduces himself as the apostle of Jesus Christ to start a letter. This adds special
importance to this letter. Paul emphasises that he did not choose his caling but that God Himself had
appointed him for this office (Act 9,15;22,14). He also addressed the believers in Corinth who faced



tribulations as someone who knows exactly what it means to be troubled. It can even appear like a physical
pressure that feel as if “Satan is beating you with his fists“

Whoever decided to join the church and become a Christian at that time, also decided to face hardship
such as loosing family support or hostility among neighbors up to persecution. Whoever wanted to live as a

Christian had to pay a high price because Christianity without bearing a cross does not exist (2Cor 1,9;
4,17-18). It is also interesting to observe how Paul switches between ,I“ and ,we“. He applies "we" when he
refers to his apostolate. When he refers to himself as the person Paul he speaks only for himself - ,1“ the
servant of Christ‘. When he uses .we“ he connects with Jesus, all of Christianity including the apostles
as well as his coworkers such as Silvanus, Timothy, Titus and the messengers who carried out the collection.
This letter is also addressing the international fellowship of the saints,especially those in the Roman
province Achaia, which also included the regions Attika, Boeotia and Pelopones — broad parts of todays
Middle- and South- Greece.

Paul blesses the church with grace and peace of God. It is not enough that they have peace with people
and each other, the peace in their hearts should go deeper and come from the Spirit of God (2Cor 1.3-4). It

should be the same inner peace that also gave him comfort.

In 2™ Corinthians he describes what it means to live as a Christians. He mentions the pressure and threat of
tribulations 9 times (2Cor 1: 4-2 times- and in verse 8, further in 2Cor 2,4;4,17;6,4;7,4;8,2;13). Sometimes
the word tribulation is also replaced by affliction and adversity. Paul wrote to the suffering believers in
Corinth as a man who has also experienced much suffering, physical affliction, hardships and tribulations.

The letters to the church in Corinth document the perhaps toughest crisis in the life and ministry of the
apostle Paul. The congregation was a problematic church. He was upset when he left the church during
his last visit, with failed attempts to settle differences.

The source of comfort in the midst of affliction is God Himself. Paul refers to God with three titles:
e He is the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ (Eph 1,3/ 1Petr 1,3),
e the Father and author of mercy (2Cor 1,10/Rom 12,1/ Phil 2,1) and
e the God of all comfort (Act 9,10-19/ 2Cor 7,6).
® Inthe verses in 2Cor 1,3-7 alone Paul uses the term comfort 10 times!

The suffering that Paul had to endure are a consequence of his relationship with Christ (Mt 5,11/ Col
1,24). While he preached